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Superintendent’s Report 
 
Ms. Pinsak opened the meeting at 2pm with her report of Teaneck High School Open House held November 12, 
2015.  She reported that each year the administration tries to create a better Open House program than the 
previous years.  This year the program was a better balance of presenting extra-curricular and academics at 
Teaneck High School.  The Subject Supervisors presented and we had more teacher participation this year.   
In Dr. Marisa King’s absence, three teachers presented her area of Social Studies, Business and Practical Arts.   
The Teachers were John Dean, Marc Munroe and Jennifer Joyce.  There were demonstrations of Dance with 
representation of a broad range of possibilities and students are our best representation.  The students who spoke 
in the Media Center were very poised and sophisticated.   
 
Ms. Pinsak reported that the administration is updating the website more frequently and better than last year.   
 
Ms. Pinsak reported that a cohort of administrators and teachers are participating in the New Jersey Network to 
close the Achievement Gap from the Penn Center for Educational Leadership at the University of Pennsylvania.  
There are many cohorts in Pennsylvania.   In 2015-16, a new regional network was established for northern New 
Jersey.  This network provides member districts with interactive workshops and seminars, featuring nationally 
known experts that address various achievement-related issues are presented and discussed. The network 
provides other resources and research as well.  The seminars for this year include: 
  
Diverse Learner Curriculum and Instructional Practice Workshop 
David Ginsburg, Educational Consultant and Coach 
  
District and School Leadership for Equity 
Dr. Robert Jarvis, Director of K-12 Outreach and Equity Leadership Initiatives - Penn Center for Educational 
Leadership - Graduate School of Education - University of Pennsylvania 
  
Creating Protective Schools for Vulnerable Populations of Students; Fostering Resilience and Success 
Dr. Eddie Fergus, Assistant Professor of Educational Leadership and Policy - Steinhardt School of Culture, 
Education and Human Development - NYU 
  
Targeted Capacity Building with Diverse Students and Families 
Dr. Joni Samples - Chief Academic Officer, Family Friendly Schools - Chico, CA 
  
Teaneck established a leadership team of administrators and teachers, who made a commitment to attend the 
sessions, conduct meetings between sessions and develop two goals for the year.   
 
Ms. Pinsak continued her report that the N.J. Network cohort is what most consider Best Practices.  The group will 
post a report on the website to inform the community of our focus, class practices, and perceptions of students and 
how they can achieve. 
 
Parents stated that Mr. Douglas Book, THS Guidance Counselor, is doing a fantastic job for students.  The parent 
continued that he wrote a fantastic recommendation for her daughter and also incorporated her daughter’s four 
year resume into the recommendation.  She concluded that he asked the parent if she had recommendations or 
comments for the letter to the university.   
 
Parents responded that Ms. Minkowitz is another great teacher at Teaneck High School. 
 
Parents stated that they wanted to thank the Board and Superintendent for offering the ACT Prep class last year. 
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PARCC 
Parents inquired about the PARCC scores. 
 
Ms. Pinsak reported that there is no update regarding PARCC scores.  The State has sent templates for Districts to 
present the scores.  Update, a PARCC Presentation for Parents is scheduled for December 1, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the 
Teaneck High School auditorium.  Ms. Pinsak continued that the schools will have their own parent meetings when 
the scores are released.  
 
Parents inquired about the PARCC graduation requirements. 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that there are other ways that students can graduate other than PARCC.  The SAT and PSAT 
are still options.   
 
Parents inquired about how the scores would be used to evaluate students at this late date?   
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the scores would not be used this year.  She continued that she is looking at the high 
school grade levels for embedded assessments for higher level thinking and that they meet the Core Content 
Standards and that students have those experiences.  Ms. Pinsak continued that an Alternate Assessment will be 
created in the Department of Curriculum & Instruction under Mr. McHale’s leadership.   He is a member of a 
consortium to develop the assessment for Special Education students and the State Department will decide if it is 
rigorous.  She continued that the website under the Parent menu would have a section for PARCC online and 
report, in that section, how PARCC is reported out. 
 
Parents stated that they don’t know how seriously the students took the PARCC testing. 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that we know with all of the talk about “Opting Out” it gave the wrong message. 
 
Parents responded that there should be PARCC support classes as there were for the NJASK.  Also if the student 
met the SAT score then they didn’t take the PARCC seriously.   
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that students should always do their best on the assessments.  The PARCC results are going 
to be interesting and she hopes it proves to be in the students’ best interest. 
 
Parents inquired about whether the State would hold funding from districts for students who opted out of the 
testing?   
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the State said that it would not hold state aid.  It is in the Constitution that students 
must be assessed.  
 
Parents inquired about how often would the PARCC Testing for math and language arts be given this year? 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that this year the PARCC testing would be given only once in April and May. 
 
Advanced Placement Classes 
Parents inquired about Advanced Placement sections conflicting schedules.  
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the high school has a good selection of Advanced Placement courses and some sections 
may conflict but it should not be too many.  Ms. Pinsak stated that she would inquire about the AP course conflicts. 
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Parents stated that a fourth year of Spanish Honors is not offered in 12th grade only AP Spanish but it was too much 
for students taking other AP courses (math, English, history and science). 
 
 Ms. Pinsak responded that she would have to look into it.  It is important to speak, read and write in a language 
other than English. 
 
Ms. Pinsak stated that at the last meeting parents recommended for the fall of 2016 that AP U.S. History one year 
course be completed in two years.  Ms. Pinsak continued that she had a discussion with the administration to offer 
AP U.S. History over two years and it would count as two separate history classes then the student would take the 
test.   This makes perfect sense and is to our advantage.  It is a matter of scheduling and gets the information out to 
the students and conduct professional development for the teachers.   
 
Parents reported that not enough books were available for AP Statistics but a rush order was placed and the books 
arrived by Back-To-School Night.   
 
Parents reported that their children heard such good things about Mr. Ochogrosso’s AP Statistics class that her 
child decided to take the class.   
 
Mathematics 
Parents inquired about whether the district is still doing math testing? 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that we are conducting math testing at the beginning and end of the year with PARCC testing 
and better to align that data for teachers and for that information for parents is PARCC reflective. 
 
Parents responded that the fifth grade work in math is rigorous. 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the math assessments have made a difference with the hard work and dedication by  
Mrs. Trina Gillet, Mathematics Supervisor. 
 
Language Program 
Parents inquired about the language program and that it would attract families to Teaneck if students were offered 
a language at an earlier age.   
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the district provides a World Language program from Kindergarten which includes 
awareness of cultures and people.  In 2009-10 the budget was cut by $6 million dollars and we decided to keep 
class size down and adjusted the language program to cultures of the world and geography and other peoples.   
We kept the language program in the middle schools.  The State doesn’t allow an online program taught by 
teachers who don’t know the language.  Ms. Pinsak continued that she agreed that she would like to offer more 
languages at the high school and middle schools but resources are limited.  Ms. Pinsak stated that she would like to 
boost the languages and offer one or two more languages at the high school. 
 
Parents responded that they would like Arabic and Sign Language taught at the high school. 
 
Parents stated that it is key to start language early. 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that it is about funding and unfunded mandates. 
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Parents inquired about if the State provided funding for PARCC Prep classes? 
 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that there was no funding from the State for PARCC Prep classes. 
 
 
Parents inquired about when the new Board would start? 
 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that on January 6, 2015 the Board would be reorganized. 
 
 
 
Next Meeting:  January 10, 2015 at 2pm 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Kuhran 
 


