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Budget 
Ms. Pinsak opened the meeting with an update that Dr. Walser, Board President, Dr. Diuguid, Board Vice 
President and Dr. Frohnapfel, Interim Business Administrator, had completed the presentations to PTO/A 
and  staff of the budget overview.   
 
Ms. Pinsak introduced Dr. Frohnapfel and he began his presentation with the statement that on 
Wednesday, May 4, 2016 the Public Budget Hearing would be held and the Final Budget approved by 
the Board of Education.  
 
Dr. Frohnapfel continued with a summarization of the updates to the budget for 2016-17 as follows: 
 

  Reduction in Force - 5 teachers:   1 Child Study Team position, 2 elementary teaching positions,  
               1 middle school position and 1 high school position 
 

 Courtesy Busing Eliminated for Teaneck Public Schools students except Pre-K and Kindergarten 
students and students with special needs as required in the IEP. 

 
Parents inquired about why does the public pay for transportation to non-public schools? 
 
Dr. Frohnapfel referred to N.J. Statute nonpublic/contract; N.J.S.A 18A:39-1 as follows: 
 
 N.J.S.A. 18A:39-1 defines who is eligible for mandated transportation services. Whenever a board of education 
provides transportation to its resident students who attend regular public school programs, it must also provide 
transportation services to students attending nonpublic schools who meet the distance requirements in the law. If 
an elementary school student lives more than two miles from their nonpublic school or a student attends a 
secondary school located more than two and one-half miles from their school, the student is eligible for mandated 
transportation services. However, the law places a limit on the cost of this transportation. If the student’s resident 
district cannot provide transportation for that amount or less ($884 per student for the 2015-2016 school year), 
the district must pay the student’s parent or legal guardian that amount as aid in lieu of transportation.  
 

Dr.  Frohnapfel continued that if it is less than $884 to bus a student then busing is required.   
 
Parents responded that residents could contact the legislation for changes to the statute for non-public 
busing.  If parents have questions regarding public and non-public busing you may contact the Office of 

Student Transportation at (609) 984-5757 or by email at student.trans@doe.state.nj.us 
 
Ms. Pinsak stated that as Dr. Frohnapfel indicated he is refunding the bonds and she wanted everyone to 
know that every possible source of funding/saving money is being considered.  
 
Parents inquired about the Life Skills Center at the high school and if that facility is saving the district 
money? 
 
Ms. Pinsak stated that the updated facility could be a placement of out-of-district students for tuition and 
also will help us provide a placement for current students who might otherwise go out of district.  
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School Closed – Tuesday - May 31, 2016    
Ms. Pinsak reported that because we did not use any snow days this year, she has recommended closing 
school on Tuesday, May 31st (day after Memorial Day).  A global email was sent to parents and posted on 
the district website as follows:  The Teaneck Board of Education has approved May 31st as a vacation day for 
students and staff. School will be closed on Monday, May 30th and Tuesday, May 31st, 2016.  
 
Parents suggested the global email message be posted in bold lettering on all school websites. 
 
Ms. Pinsak continued that the message was sent districtwide on 4/28/16 which would allow parents 
ample time to make arrangements for childcare if necessary.   
 
Ms. Pinsak stated that she was asked about why all of the snow days were not given back to staff as is 
done in other districts.  She continued that some other district’s contract demands all snow days be given 
back, however, Teaneck’s contract does not but she made that recommendation to the Board to give one 
(1) day back on May 31st. 
 
Parents inquired about why isn’t the day given back at the end of June?   
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that students must have 180 days of instructional time and graduation is set in 
June and that is why we give the day in May and not June. 
 
Educational Materials and Block Scheduling 
Parents inquired about the educational materials in the budget. 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that language arts materials and instructional materials are reviewed by a 
committee and then purchased.  We are purchasing some literacy materials this year.  Materials were 
revised/upgraded to meet the science standards last school year. There are no large text/material 
purchases required for next year.  We are reviewing the block schedule in terms of math so that all 
freshman will have one period of math each day ( a shorter period than the 85 minute block) and that we 
are hiring an additional math teacher because of the change in schedule.  
 
Parents inquired about the modified block schedule would that include Algebra and Geometry and 
Honors courses? 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that she would inquire. 
 
Accounting Course 
Ms. Pinsak reported that we didn’t have a large amount of students taking the accounting course.  We 
thought that we could have the students do accounting online but we discovered it is best to have a 
teacher in the classroom.   We are hiring a replacement teacher for the course at the high school. 
 
Water Testing 
Ms. Pinsak reported that we are having the water tested and testing for other substances as well.  She is 
amending the Board Resolution to test every water source in-district and to order additional testing kits.  
The buildings are well maintained and the filters are changed regularly but in addition to the water 
testing for lead; we will test for other substances as well.  The report may be available in the next week or 
two.   
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Enrollment 
Ms. Pinsak reported that each year class size and attrition to add teachers is reviewed at all grade levels.  
For example, TJMS has six - 5th grades and five – 6th grades and after reviewing the 5th grade numbers we 
will have an additional 5th grade and all year long we register students.   
 
Mayor Parker 
Ms. Pinsak reported that Nuha Syed’s letter in the Suburbanite about Mayor Parker was very touching.  
The Teaneck Board of Education has a Resolution for Mayor Parker in the May agenda.   
 
Robotics 
Ms. Pinsak reported that Teaneck High School students took 3rd Place in the State; each student gets a 
$2,000 scholarship for their great work they received a great reward.  The students will be honored at the  
May 11, 2016 Regular Public Meeting. 
 
Grants 
Ms. Pinsak reported that that Bryant School staff wrote a grant for the playground and we hope they get 
the grant. 
 
PARCC Testing/Technology Update 
Ms. Pinsak reported that during PARCC testing, our technology is working but Pearson has had issues 
with the testing.  Hawthorne School had to stop testing in one classroom due to Pearson issues with 
testing. 
 
Parents inquired about why hasn’t technology been a priority in-district?  TJMS lost power during testing 
and why aren’t we meeting the critieria? 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that we are making technology a priority and are having a technology audit 
districtwide.  We have held off until the audit is completed.  The issue at TJMS was a power issue with 
PSE&G; a transformer went out.  It was not the fault of technology or the fault of the district.  It was a 
power failure in the area of Thomas Jefferson Middle School.  We knew we had some computers that 
were not able to run PARCC.  We made accommodations with other technology.  The State Monitors 
(during Monitoring in March) noted that they needed to see more technology in the schools.  Ms. Pinsak 
continued that it is an unfunded mandate and $5,614,397 is paid to the Charter Schools for 347 students.  
We have considered a lease purchase and found that was an economical way to go.  Labs with PC’s were 
lease-purchased from last year.  We will continue to lease or buy them outright.  Ms Pinsak continued that 
the Chromebooks are working very well and they are economical.  We are maintaining the programs very 
well but we need the technology in the hands of our students. We are on the brink of doing roll-outs for 
one to one (1:1) technology starting with the high school.  The PTO/A’s are aware and focusing fund 
raising for technology.  It would be great if the State would have an initiative for a great bulk technology 
purchasing or leasing deals. 
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Textbooks 
Parents inquired about the district going to online textbooks or books on CD.   
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the textbooks online are as expensive as the hard copy textbooks.   
 
Parents stated that the language arts “classics” textbooks at TJMS are shared by the language classes and 
the books are falling apart and there are not enough books for each class. 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that she would speak to Ms. Davis about replacement textbooks.  When the 
program was established, the classes would alternate the books and lessons. 
 
Busing 
Parents inquired about non-public busing and if non-public high school students receive aid in lieu? 
 
Dr. Dennis responded that across the district non-public students, most if not all, are two miles or more 
from the private schools.  High School students to non-public schools receive busing if they are 2.5 miles 
from school. 
 
Electives 
Parents inquired about whether any electives were cut in the 2016-17 budget. 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that none of the electives were cut but the schools are restructuring the electives.  
We will be having a conversation with the Principals about what we can do to enhance choices for middle 
school students.   
 
Parents inquired about grade 11 & 12 Marine Biology course.  What is the district policy for a student to 
repeat a course? 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the policy is if the grade is an “E” to repeat the course because they are failing 
the course.  That is when parents would send their child to summer school or get extra help by the 
teacher. 
 
Classroom Supply and Book Lists 
Parents inquired about when the classroom supply list is posted on the website, could a list of books that 
students would be studying during the year be provided as well? 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that is a great idea. 
 
Parents stated they have purchased items on the classroom supply list but the items are not used during 
the year? 
 
Ms. Pinsak responded that the supply lists are created by the teachers and should include the items that 
would be used during the year.  The supply lists should be posted by June 1st. 
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Honors Convocation and Moving Up Ceremonies 
The high school Honors Convocation is scheduled for June 8th.   Please visit the district website for 
Moving Up dates and Graduation. 
 
 
 
No meeting in June. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Linda Kuhran 
 
Attachment:  Budget Sunday PowerPoint Presentation 


