

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MIDDLE SCHOOL ‘ENCORE’ COURSE DESCRIPTION
GRADE 8


Dear Parent/Guardian and Student:


In order to assure that all students will be properly scheduled for classes in the fall, it is necessary that we initiate the selection process at this time. All students are required to take grade appropriate core courses in Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies. Physical Education and Health are also mandatory for all students.


Along with your core subjects you are given an opportunity to select several courses from the encore selections, which are listed and explained below. Encore courses meet every other day for the entire year, or, in some instances, only on a semester basis (half-year).


Review all options and make your choices based upon your interests and abilities. Remember that you will be responsible for the year’s or semester’s work in each course you select.


Please contact your School Counselor with any questions.


FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS


Art 8 - Students will explore basic art concepts through the use of varied media. Student participation, based on starting skill level, determines individual progress. (This is a full year course.)


Band 8 - Players interested in signing up for 8th grade band should have completed one year in the BF 7th grade band or have transferred from another district having completed one year of 7th grade band. Musicians must be well acquainted with rhythms and music notation of their instrument, and must be recommended by their instrumental lesson instructor. Individual lessons are required for all band members and scheduled by their instructor. (This is a full year course.)


Strings 8 - Players interested in signing up for 8th grade strings should have completed one year in the BF 7th grade strings/orchestra or have transferred from another district having completed one year of 7th grade strings/orchestra. (See band above.) (This is a full year course.)


Chorus 8 - This course offers an opportunity for students to learn as well as further develop the techniques of vocal music, sight-reading, and performance techniques. In addition to learning chorus songs, students learn more advanced singing techniques and choral pieces. Active participation is required, as performances will be held in the winter and spring. (This is a full year course.)


Please Note: Courses in Fine and Performing Arts may require additional after school hours of practice prior to performances. The teachers involved will do this scheduling.






Please contact your School Counselor with any questions.


WORLD LANGUAGE

(Students are automatically scheduled for the continuation of the same language taken in Grade 7.)


French 8 - (Prerequisite - French 7) French 8 is an important stage in students’ acquisition of meaningful and accurate communication skills. Consistent effort and active class participation lead to substantial progress in expanding the knowledge bank of pronunciation, vocabulary structures, and culture of both France and the French-speaking world. Critical thinking skills continue to be developed as students make cross-cultural comparisons and analyze how both French and English function. Students are exposed to more sophisticated reading and writing techniques. Creative expression (in projects, original skits and original sentences) leads to highly rewarding results in communicating imaginatively. Students perform frequently in oral settings such as role-playing dialogues, singing, and other lively activities. (This is a full year course.)


Spanish 8 - (Prerequisite - Spanish 7) Students will continue the study of Spanish through a variety of topics such as foods, clothing, places, traveling, housing, socializing on the phone, describing people and family relationships, and expressing opinions. As the course progresses, students will enhance their listening, speaking, reading and writing abilities through a variety of projects. Activities will include vocabulary development, reading short narratives for comprehension and discussion, and the writing of short paragraphs. (This is a full year course.)


Nuevos Destinos 8 - is an eighth grade class designed specifically for native/heritage speakers of Spanish who already have some oral language proficiency and have successfully completed Nuevos Destinos 7. The purpose of this course is to continue to develop a connection to culture through the spoken and written language. Students are exposed to history, literature and culture while immersing themselves in the experience of the Spanish language through the use of technology, stories, videos, art and food. Students will continue to develop their understanding of the influence and contributions of the Spanish Speaking communities in the United States in order to create a voice based on the history and the understanding of their culture as well as that of others. (This is a full year course.)


LANGUAGE ARTS


Basic Skills Improvement Program (BSIP) Reading Lab - Enrollment will depend upon a student’s performance on standardized test scores, teacher recommendation, and other measures. This course will replace a full year Encore selection.


Humanities 8 Semester Courses


Semester 1: Suburban Biodiversity 8: The Suburban Biodiversity class is designed to provide learners with opportunities to investigate the local environment and draw conclusions based on their observations. The students will explore the grounds of the surrounding school building and record findings in a field journal. Students will participate in a citizen science project that requires identifying a local environmental problem, recording and analyzing data, and developing a sustainable solution. Some of the learning experiences will come from speakers and field trips. The internet will be used to research information for presentations and projects. This course is part of the TAG program and is recommended for students with a “B “average or higher in Language Arts and Social Studies (This is a one-semester course.)



Please contact your School Counselor with any questions.



Semester 2: Utopia: The Utopia course consists of collaborative learning experiences designed to engage students in critical thinking, writing and discussion regarding Utopian Theory. The activities and assignments are created to help students achieve a basic understanding of the history and philosophy of utopian movements while strengthening research and presentation skills. The following topics and projects will be incorporated: research and debate on Utopian Theory, research and presentation on Utopian Attempts, Sir Thomas More and other Utopian philosophers, Utopian Community Creation, Animal Farm by George Orwell, and Harrison Bergeron by Kurt Vonnegut. This course is part of the TAG program and is recommended for students with a “B “average or higher in Language Arts and Social Studies. (This is a one-semester course.)

Humanities 8 - Video Documentary The Video Documentary class provides an opportunity for students to develop several video production projects that incorporate many valuable academic skills including research, expert interviews, critical thinking and writing. Students use professional video cameras to record footage, and they edit the videos using Final Cut Pro, which is professional video editing software. This course is part of the TAG program and is recommended for students with a “B” average or higher in Language Arts and Social Studies. (This is a full year course.)

Public Speaking/Practical Law 8 Through the study of Practical Law, students will learn effective communication skills as well as the role and impact of laws in our society. Emphasis will be placed on actual student involvement in a variety of learning activities including speech, preparation and presentation, debate, role play, small group work, critical analyses, mock trial and others. (This is a one- semester course.)


Literature & Film 8 In this course, students will be introduced to film technique. It will use a thematic approach to discussing literature and films. Students will view films and read short stories, poems, and essays about several themes involving young adults and current issues. (This is a one-semester course.)


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY


Forensic Science 8

The National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) in partnership with Court TV developed forensic science units to show how science is relevant in everyday life. The units covered in this course will help students solve mysteries using real science. Each unit studied is centered on a unique, realistic mystery. The students, working as investigators, conduct simple lab experiments and engage in science inquiry. They will gather data, think critically and logically about the relationships between evidence and explanations, analyze the explanations, and show the ability to communicate scientific arguments. Several exciting forensic-based units will be investigated in this course. (This is a one-semester course)


Multimedia 8

Multimedia Production will focus on project-based activities. Students will engage in research and gain knowledge and skills in the course of designing, planning, and producing a multimedia product. The multimedia products will be in the form of slide show presentations, Websites, or video. (This is a one-semester course.)


Music through Technology 8

This course gives students a hands on opportunity to explore music theory and composition through the use of existing networked computers. This course may only be taken once, either in seventh grade or eighth grade. (This is a one-semester course.)


Please contact your School Counselor with any questions.

