
Teaneck Public Schools District Advisory Team 
 

 
District Advisory Team Meeting Minutes  

for 
June 6, 2013 

Present: 

Bryant School    No attendee 
Hawthorne School   Rebecca Alston, Florence Mitchell Brown 
Lowell School    No attendee 
Whittier School    Vanessa Bing 
Ben Franklin Middle School  Tamika Francis 
Thomas Jefferson Middle School Chondra Young 
Teaneck High School   Patricia Phillips, Denise Sanders  
 

Ms. Pinsak began the meeting at 7:05 pm with review of the April 1, 2013 Minutes.  The Minutes were 
approved. 
 
Reports from each building representative summarizing the key points of the latest BQMT meeting, 

including questions, comments and/or concerns for the district team. 

Mrs. Phillips summarized the high school BQMT Meeting held on May 23, 2013; Minutes of the meeting 
are attached.  The Principal’s report highlighted the freshmen and junior class visits to Rutgers 
University.  On May 31, 2013, Career Day was a success with alumni visiting classrooms to speak to 
students about their careers.  The Valedictorian breakfast was held on June 4th, Honors Award 
Ceremony on June 13th and Teaneck High School Graduation is June 25, 2013.   
 
Mrs.  Phillips continued that a guest speaker, Dr. Michael Fallon, psychologist and actor gave an 
excellent presentation at the high school.  Consideration, by the committee, to invite Dr. Fallon to 
present to students next year.  Price Waterhouse gave a financial presentation that was well received.  
The requirement for Senior Service is a “C” average but should be set to a higher standard.   Ms. Pinsak 
suggested a four to six week college prep course for students in lieu of Senior Service.  Mrs. Phillips 
stated that the committee suggested the use of technology with cellular phones to be incorporated into 
the classroom.   
 
In 2013-14, Literacy Festival is tentatively scheduled for October 22-25, 2013, to include workshops and 
a panel discussion.  Recommendations for the high school BQMT in 2013-14 is to focus on three or four 
major concerns, create an action plan with measurements and monitor the progress.  Ms. Phillips 
concluded that a districtwide ESL parent night was a success with over 40 percent of high school parents 
in attendance.  
 
Ms. Alston summarized the Hawthorne School BQMT Meeting that occurred on May 28, 2013; Minutes 
of the meeting are attached.  The end-of-year strategic plan was discussed.   Dr. Spollen-LaRaia shared 
with Hawthorne staff the process of collaboratively developing their goals.  Some topics discussed were 
I&RS, School Safety Team and lunch/recess student discipline which Dr. Spollen-LaRaia addressed.  
Student achievement goals to review student learning; students’ strengths, weaknesses; what is 
effective and what is not effective in school.   Ms. Alston concluded that the recommendation was made 
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to expand school messages, more parent involvement, Words of Wisdom messages shared with parents 
through a newsletter.    
 
Ms. Mitchell-Brown stated that more conversation is needed for understanding of Special Needs 
children.  Ms. Sanders stated that Dr. Michael Fallon’s assembly that dealt with many issues of identity 
and the feedback from parents was positive.  Ms. Pinsak stated that Dr. Edwards and the SEPAG 
committee watched the movie Bully with students and their parents and had a good conversation about 
their feelings.  Barnes & Noble sponsored a contest and one of our students wrote an essay about being 
teased in school and won first prize.  He took his essay to the teacher and she taught the class about this 
behavior, students accepted it, normalizing it.  Ms. Pinsak continued that the approach should be the 
uniqueness of all of the children.    
 
Ms. Young summarized the Thomas Jefferson Middle School BQMT Meeting that occurred on May 15, 
2013.  The committee discussed the state of the school, NJASK Pep Rally and make-up testing.  The 
students felt they did well.  TJMS renovated the library and books were donated by the Mocha Moms 
committee.  The books are shelved by Lexile scores for students to understand their scores.  
Renovations will be completed before the end of the school year.  An issue with school lunches too early 
or too late and no food left.  Ms. Pinsak stated that the district through an RFP (Request for Proposal) 
acquired a new vendor, Sodexo, for food service to begin on July 1, 2013.   
 
Ms. Young stated that TJMS raised $2,000 per grade for field trips but the fifth grade opted out of trips 
and voted to get IPads.  Next year 8th grade not interested in going to Washington, D.C. prefer to stay 
closer to home.  Ms. Pinsak stated that the policy has changed regarding field trips.  A concern is what 
makes a class trip, is it the percentage of students attending, especially for overnight trips.  We want all 
of our students to experience the Washington, D.C. trip and it has to be inclusive but if only 60% of 
students participate then it is not a class trip.   The trip is quite expensive for the district to cover classes 
for the seventh and eighth grade teachers.  Students who choose not to go or could not go we want 
them in school; they are entitled to an education while others are on the trip. Ms. Young continued that 
the overnight trips are a lot of responsibility for the chaperone volunteers.  Ms. Pinsak stated that Field 
Trip Policy #2340 and Regulations would be sent to the District Advisory Team Committee and on the 
agenda for discussion at a Principal’s Meeting.  Ms. Young concluded that they are interested in starting 
a TJMS alumni association.   
 
 Ms. Francis summarized the Benjamin Franklin Middle School BQMT Meeting that occurred on  
April 30, 2013; Minutes of the meeting are attached.  A discussion about the BFMS State Report Card 
available online at the State Department website.  It was noted that BFMS had a lot of positive aspects 
of the report.  Teaneck was compared to peer groups in other districts such as Garfield, Hackensack, 
Cherry Hill, New Brunswick and Freehold in theory the comparison with districts of similar student 
populations.   Ms. Pinsak stated that the State Department of Education changed the report card three 
or four times; highly controversial.  BFMS did not meet the growth in mathematics for Hispanic 
population and Whittier School did not meet the growth in Literacy for African-American population and 
both schools were required to complete an action plan. Ms. Francis continued that BFMS was actually 
high performing compared to other districts.  Prior to NJASK testing, BFMS principal spoke to each class 
in an assembly.  Ms. Francis concluded that the Heroes and Cool Kids Mentoring Program for 8th grade 
mentors has worked out well at BFMS.   
 



District Advisory Team Minutes  
June 6, 2013 Meeting 
Page 3 
 
Ms. Bing summarized the Whittier School BQMT MEETING that occurred on April 18, 2013.  A discussion 
about security measures with the PTO and BQMT in agreement that they would like a Forum for parents 
with guest speakers to present information about school security.   Ms. Pinsak stated that the Bergen 
County Prosecutor offered to do an assessment of the buildings.  They are backlogged now but we have 
very good communication with the Teaneck Police Department.  The Chief of Police informed Ms. Pinsak 
that trained police officers would do the assessment at each school and give us feedback.  Ms. Pinsak 
had a meeting with the Chief of Police and the Director of Facilities to discuss security measures.  They 
will review the option of putting locked chain link fencing around gas pipes, weight down trash cans and 
put additional cameras in place.  Parents inquired about replacing the windows in schools and our 
Director of Facilities will get a quote for replacement windows.  A suggestion was made to add a camera 
in the Whittier School vestibule with a camera and buzzer at the desks of the principal, nurse and clerk 
typist.   
 
PTO Membership 
District Advisory Committee Members stated that some schools are having difficulty replacing PTO 
members as parents and their children move up to the next school.  Ms. Pinsak stated that Bryant 
School has challenges to get people in the PTO.  PTO Council has tried to encourage new members to 
join.  Ms. Pinsak continued that she will reach out to the principals regarding the PTO/A membership.  
Ms. Bing stated that she was invited to join by Ms. Kaplan at Whittier School.   
 
A.C.E. (Architecture, Construction and Engineering) Program 
Ms. Pinsak reported that the high school A.C.E program was acknowledged in a great morning event in 
Newark.   Ms. Pinsak attended the celebration breakfast with Dr. Walser and Yvonne Witter.  The 
Teaneck Public Schools student received a scholarship and the district was honored for educational   
award.  Dr. Walser made a wonderful speech.  The educational award had never before been given to a 
public school district. Never had a district Board of Education been so supportive of the program.   
 
Additional Items: 
Summer Assignments posted on the Teaneck Public Schools website: www.teaneckschools.org 
NJASK parent reports expected by September, 2013 
 

 

Respectfully submitted by Linda Kuhran  

http://www.teaneckschools.org/











