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AP English Language and Composition Summer Reading Assignment - 2019

All assignments must be typed and will be submitted via Google Classroom on the first days of class.


Overview: You are required to choose one book from the choices below (The Glass Castle or Educated). You are also required to read portions of Thank You for Arguing and the essays and speeches listed on page two. You will be required to make an oral presentation on one of the books and write an interpretive essay on the other. In addition, you and your classmates will lead a seminar analyzing the style and content of one of the assigned essays or speeches.



The Glass Castle: A Memoir by Jeanette Walls – 2005

The Glass Castle is a remarkable memoir of resilience and redemption, and a revelatory look into a family at once deeply dysfunctional and uniquely vibrant. When sober, Jeannette’s brilliant and charismatic father captured his children’s imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and how to embrace life fearlessly. But when he drank, he was dishonest and destructive. Her mother was a free spirit who abhorred the idea of domesticity and didn’t want the responsibility of raising a family.


The Walls children learned to take care of themselves. They fed, clothed, and protected one another, and eventually found their way to New York. Their parents followed them, choosing to be homeless even as their children prospered.


The Glass Castle is truly astonishing—a memoir permeated by the intense love of a peculiar but loyal family.


**The Glass Castle spent 7 years on the New York Times Best Seller List**


OR


Educated by Tara Westover – 2018

Tara Westover wasn’t your garden variety college student. When the Holocaust was mentioned in a history class, she didn’t know what it was (no, really). That’s because she didn’t see the inside of a classroom until the age of seventeen. Public education was one of the many things her religious fanatic father was dubious of, believing it a means for the government to brainwash its gullible citizens, and her mother wasn’t diligent on the homeschooling front. If it wasn’t for a brother who managed to extricate himself from their isolated--and often dangerous--world, Westover might still be in rural Idaho, trying to survive her survivalist upbringing. It’s a miraculous story she tells in her memoir Educated……Educated--an inspiring reminder that knowledge is, indeed, power.


**New York Times and Wall Street Journal bestseller. Named one of the best books of the year by the New York Times Book Review and The Washington Post**


Both of these books can be reserved at your local library by using www.bccls.org or can be purchased new or

used on Amazon.com or your local bookseller
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Thank You For Arguing: What Aristotle, Eminem, and Homer Simpson Can

Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion (Jay Heinrichs)

[a pdf of this book is linked to Mr. Lynskey’s Google Classroom]

 Read the Preface, the Introduction (Section 1), “Offense” (Sections 2-13), and “Defense” (Sections 14-17).

According to Peter Klimpton writing in The Guardian, “This entertaining volume is a romp through the rules of rhetoric, a primer in the art of argument. Colorful and instructive, it is broad in its sources. American author and wit Jay Heinrichs isn't exaggerating. Almost everyone you can think of appears in this deconstruction of rhetorical devices: from Erasmus to George Foreman, Wayne from Wayne's World to PG Wodehouse.”


Active Reading

(this applies to both works)

As you read these two books, use Post-it® notes to mark passages that you find noteworthy. You might select a passage because it amuses you, provokes you, troubles you, inspires you, revolts you, or simply reminds you of something beyond the book. Be generous in choosing passages so you have enough material to complete the activities that follow.


The Glass Castle or Educated

Thank You For Arguing /the Essays


Dialectical Journal:

Choose five (5) passages [two (2) from the first half of the book, and three (3) from the second half] that you consider especially meaningful or memorable (see attachment 1 for more on this). In the left-hand column of the journal, copy the excerpt (50-100 words) and page number. In the right-hand column, analyze the piece in terms of the author’s style (e.g. word choice, sentence structure, figurative language, imagery); character development (speech, actions, thoughts, description); symbols (objects, places, or people); theme (both implicit and explicit); or a literary element of your own choice.
(see Dialectical Journal Template on the next page)


Thank You For Arguing:

Use the Thank you for Arguing Template (on the next page) to write a 50-75 word summary that captures the key ideas in each of the assigned sections.



The Essays:


Beauty: When the Other Dancer Is the Self (Alice Walker)

Just Walk on By (Brent Staples)

The Myth of the Latin Woman (Judith Cofer)

Corn Pone Opinion (Mark Twain)

The essays are included in this packet




Read and annotate key rhetorical strategies employed in the essays.

For each essay, write down what you consider to be the thesis of the text.

Then, select a short passage from each piece and explain how the passage is an example of a strategy mentioned in the Thank You For Arguing excerpt


(see Essays Template for in depth explanation/template)


Double-Entry Journal:

Using five (5) different selections (not the same as the one you chose above) create at least five (5) entries on a journal-entry journal. On the left-hand side of the chart, select and copy a passage of 50-75 words; include the page number on each one. On right-hand side, fully explain the significance of the passage: relate it to the whole work, or write and respond to a question it raises.

These entries will prove useful in preparing the oral presentation and the in-class essay you will be completing in September.



Quotation of the Book:

Find the passage in the novel which, in your view, captures the essential meaning of the book. This passage should be no longer than 100 words. Use a well-constructed paragraph to defend your selection, clearly explaining why it deserves to be called the “Quotation of the Book.”
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SUMMER READING TASKS

PASSAGES FROM TEXT (include pg. #)

ANALYSIS (style, characterization, theme, literary element)











PASSAGES FROM TEXT (include pg. #)

REACTION: I think…/feel…/wonder…/notice… / I am surprised …












Quotation of the Book
Find the passage in the novel which, in your view, captures the essential meaning of the book.
This passage should be no longer than 100 words.


Use a well-constructed paragraph to defend your selection,
clearly explaining why it deserves to be called the “Quotation of the Book.”

PREFACE/INTRODUCTION

OFFENSE

DEFENSE




50-75 word summary that captures the key ideas in this section




50-75 word summary that captures the key ideas in this section




50-75 word summary that captures the key ideas in this section
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TEMPLATES/ATTACHMENTS


Dialectical Journal Template:















Double-Entry Journal Template:























Thank you for Arguing Template:

Tracker Box: Delete or cross off the chapters you have completed or plan to complete for the “Overview” assignment. Then circle/cross out the chapters you include in this table.


Offense (Do at least three (3) from this group): 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13


Defense (Do one (1) from this group) : 14 15 16 17

TYFA Excerpt
(start with Chapter & page #)

Passage from the Essays (start with the essay’s title)


Explain the Connection

(Ch 2/p 21) “Having decided what you want out of an argument, you can determine how your audience must change for you to achieve that. Maybe all you need to do is alter a person’s mood, as in, say, seduction. Or you want to change someone’s mind—to promote you instead of a rival, for instance. Or you want your audience to do something concrete for you.”

“A Modest Proposal”
“It is a melancholy object to those who walk through this great town or travel in the country, when they see the streets, the roads, and cabin doors, crowded with beggars of the female sex, followed by three, four, or six children, all in rags and importuning every passenger for an alms.…”

In the opening paragraph, Swift evokes a feeling of sympathy in his audience by describing the horrible plight of the poor. He does so in order to make them more receptive to his “modest proposal”: that the best way to reduce the growing numbers of impoverished children in Ireland would be for the more well-to-do citizens to cook, serve, and eat the offspring of the poor.

TYFA Excerpt
(start with Chapter & page #)

Passage from the Essays (start with the essay’s title)


Explain the Connection










TYFA Excerpt
(start with Chapter & page #)

Passage from the Essays (start with the essay’s title)


Explain the Connection
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Essays Template:

Instructions - Begin by cutting and pasting an excerpt from Thank You For Arguing (TYFA) that features a clearly described tool or strategy of persuasion into the column on the left. Next, select a short passage from one of the pieces included in the “Essays for Summer Reading” that illustrates the strategy from TYFA and copy it into the center column. Finally, explain how the passage is an example of the strategy from the TYFA excerpt. To ensure you are not repeating chapters you worked on in the Overview, cross off or delete those chapters you’ve already done (or plan to do) in the “tracker” box.











OFFENSE











DEFENSE








EXAMPLE

