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We Scream, I Scream, for Reading!
Avoiding the Summer Slide
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Learn how much fun you can have advancing your reading skills over the summer.
Resources for Reading Support at Home

1. Teaneck Public Library - Check out all that the Teaneck Public Library has to offer. The summer reading club is a great place to begin. Children can receive prizes for reading and attend summer programs for their appropriate age group.
Teaneck Public Library

2. The New Jersey State Library provides many Family Literacy Resources as part of its website. Over thirty links to additional online resources can be found here, many of which provide free, downloadable booklets/guides. Additionally, the website provides extremely valuable information to families in regards to what do with children to help build their skills. Some of the links translate into Spanish.
NJ State Library

3. The American Library Association website provides connections to materials, webinars, events, and of course, much information, especially in regards to the importance of summer reading. There are also book lists that contain some great suggestions for your reader!
American Library Association

4. The New Jersey Summer Reading Committee/Program website allows you to create a free online account, which will give you access to book lists, programs, and tips...all for children, teens, and adults!
NJ Summer Reading Committee

5. During the school year, your child will have taken the Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) reading assessment. Your child’s Language Arts can provide the Lexile level that your child achieved on the most recent assessment. Take this information to the Teaneck Public Library for assistance in choosing books. Also, visit this website for relevant information on using the Lexile level as well.
Lexile.com
More Suggestions...
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● Closed Captions- While watching a movie, YouTube video, or a TV show, have your children turn on the closed captions. It is a
great tool to use to build your child’s familiarity with the spelling of words which they use in
conversation, but of which they do not know the spelling-especially irregularly spelled words. It supports all around reading fluency, and it adds an interesting twist to simply looking at a screen.


● Creating a Cast List or Soundtrack- While or after reading a book, have your child create a cast list of current actors and actresses who could be featured in a movie version of the book based on their ability to bring the characters to life. For children who are more into music, they can create either a playlist which a character would create themselves or a soundtrack for a movie version of the book.
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● New York Times Summer Reading Contest- Read and write a response to any article in the NY Times and your article may be chosen to be printed in the New York Times.
NYT Summer Reading Contest
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Summer and the Reluctant Reader by Delores Connors

Young people are naturally curious about the world. They want to know how things work, and why things happen. Books provide answers to young people’s questions and take them to another level of exploration. A major challenge that comes up during the
summer months and during recreational time is the difficulty of getting young people to make the connection to books.

Unfortunately, a large number of children of color see reading as a boring chore. These students believe that reading should be done at school and that holding a book outside of class makes them look uncool. As parents and teachers, we want our kids to be able to engage in academic conversations and share deep insights about history, science and literature – about the world around them. The question that concerns us most is “Can we get our kids to turn off the video games and T.V and pick up books?” The answer is yes! I have never met a child that couldn’t improve as a reader, and with some help from us they can do wonderful things. Let’s start by identifying the three types of readers and looking at a few recommendations to support them.

Reader #1: The Reluctant Reader. These students can read. They can decode multi- syllable words and can comprehend a story. They most likely have received passing scores on their state standardized exams, but will not pick up a book on their own. These students need to be encouraged to read for interest. Sometimes we fail to value students’ interests. We want them to be reading “high quality literature,” but for reluctant readers all reading is valuable and should be respected. Pay attention to what your child is interested in without them telling you. Bookstores and libraries are filled with books about everything. Children make connections to things that they can relate to. Biographies about pop stars, non-fiction, books on gaming, and books that represent characters that are rebellious are key to getting students to read on their own time.
Reader #2: The Struggling Reader. These students have trouble reading. There are a variety of issues such as decoding or comprehension that can get in the way of these students reading for pleasure. In this case, I would recommend low-level/high interest books. There are many books out today that support struggling readers while eliminating some of the challenges that are presented in an age level text. Go to the library or bookstore and ask for abridged versions of the classics. These students enjoy short sentences, short chapters and dialogue. Let’s give these readers support that makes sense to them not just to us.

Reader #3: The Frustrated Reader. They have multiple layers of reading difficulties. They are at a point where they don’t even want to attempt to read anything. This is very serious. If you have a school-aged child that is not reading, my advice to you is to seek professional reading help. There are school services and numerous outside organizations that have reading specialists that know how to assess and develop a personal plan to support your child.
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One of the most important things that parents, guardians and people interested in getting a young person to read can do is to READ TO THEM. The child’s age doesn’t matter. Taking time to read a newspaper article, a book or directions to the latest tech gadget is priceless. By them seeing you read, you will be providing them with examples. It is important and very serious that they see you demonstrating the behaviors that you want them to acquire. Reading is fun and enjoyable and is also powerful. We should have hope for every young person out there. We can all improve as readers. For more information about literacy support, contact: Literacy Partners of New York or Kids Research Center. If you have any questions or would like to discuss this topic further please feel free to reach out readmoreconnors@gmail.com
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