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Summer Reading Assignment
Adv. Placement Literature and Composition - 12

Required works to read this summer:

	Song of Solomon (novel) by Toni Morrison (1977 – American)

	Beowulf (epic poem) Anonymous author ( 900 ca.- AngloSaxon)

	Grendel (novel) by John Gardner (1971-American)

Assignment:

I. Read Song of Solomon noting aspects of style, characterization, theme, plot, setting and/or description. These passages could move, surprise, provoke, shock or anger you. You can also note passages where you were able to make a connection. Whatever the scenario, be sure to mark these passages withPost-its.

A. Reader's Journal: Choose five passages (quotes) from the ones that you've highlighted. Make sure that they are distributed throughout the book. These passages can be from two sentences long to a paragraph. Create a double entry journal putting the text with page reference on the left. On the right hand side comment on at least 2 of the following: 1) the unique aspects of style (syntax, diction, word choice, rhetorical devices) that make this passage an example of good writing; 2) the connection of the passage to themes of the plot; 3) the development of characters (dialogue, description, actions); 4) the psychological insights of the author; 5) the role of description in the novel; 6) your ownchoice.

NOTE: These passages must reflect a variety of things—do not just concentrate on one thing!



B. Index Cards: Copy onto index cards four other significant passages from the ones you initially marked with page references. Be prepared to discuss these passages in class. These are not the quotes that are in your journal. They are other significant passages that you think are important ones in the book—they may be focused on characters, interesting writing, or other choices. They may be used in a paper at some time.

C. Quote of the Book: Choose a passage not included in the ones above that captures the essence—the true meaning—of the work for you. Explain in a good paragraph why this is the one perfect quote from the book.

There will be a 50-question, multiple-choice, objective exam on Song of Solomon the first day back, before our discussion of the novel.







Beowulf and Grendel:
Go online and read a modern translation of the Anglo-Saxon epic, Beowulf. Pick a translation that is in poetic form (not prose) (There are various modern print and online translations—the most recent of which is by Seamus Heaney. I like both Heaney’s print version and the online one above.) Also, check out the various web sites devoted to this Anglos Saxon epic. When finished reading, respond to FIVE of the reflection questions below in well thought-out answers:

1. What sort of interpretive problems arise when one reads a poem like Beowulf, or indeed any ancient poem, in moderntranslation?

2. What sense of the poem's heroic values can you draw from reading the "Prologue?" Who is the implied audience, and what expectations does the Prologue create about the rest of the poem's significance for this audience? What is the audience expected to learn from listening to a tale about Beowulf?

3. Why does it matter that Grendel has amother?

4. What seems to be the proper role of a king in this Germanic culture? What does he have to do to keep his people satisfied? Also, what responsibilities does the "thane" have to his lord orking?

5. What role does wealth play in Beowulf's culture? What problems does it cause?

6. How is Grendel described?

7. What does the "scop" (pronounced "shop"), or bard, do for hissociety?

8. What role does the Hall of Heorot play in thisculture?

9. What is the difference in emphasis between the first part of the poem (in which Beowulf fights with Grendel and with Grendel's mother) and the second part (in which Beowulf returns home, reigns for fifty years, and engages in a fateful battle with adragon)?

Then read John Gardner’s Grendel, a philosophical novel written in 1971, during the Vietnam War, which tells the same story from the standpoint of the monster, Grendel, an adolescent when the novel starts. He is trying to find his way in the world and make sense of a chaotic world where war reigns and the notion of heroism means killing.

1. Take down at least five statements Grendel makes that interest you or that have bearing on modern life for you.
2. Connect these statements to an important and relevant issue in contemporary life/society/culture where these ideas, concepts, situations from Grendel are actualized—lived. Find common ground between fiction and reality. Your connections should be explained in a short report: no more than one page, typed and double spaced.

We will be discussing Song of Solomon during the first week of school and Beowulf and Grendel during the second.

REMEMBER: All assignments must be completed by the first full day of classes.




